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Constitution and By-Laws of the  

River Cities Amateur Radio Association, Inc. 

(Revised and approved: 3/07/2011) 

 

Article I: Name and Purpose 

 

Section 1 -- Name: 

 

The name of this corporation is and shall be the River Cities Amateur Radio Association, Inc., 

referred to hereafter in this document as the “Club” .  Its official abbreviation shall be RCARA.  It 

shall maintain a mailing address at P. O. Box 612, Ashland, KY 41105.  

 

Section 2 – Purpose: 

 

(A)  To promote good fellowship among licensed amateur radio operators. 

 

(B)  To advance the art of amateur radio operations through the exchange of expertise among 

its members. 

 

(C)  To sponsor or participate in local special events related to amateur radio. 

 

(D)  To sponsor a local repeater system for general amateur use. 

 

(E)   To provide volunteer examiners for the periodic administering of tests required by the FCC 

for new amateur radio operators or for existing amateur radio operators seeking an upgrade of 

their license. 

 

(F)   To encourage its members to volunteer their amateur radio skills and capabilities to local 

public service and emergency service organizations, when called on in time of need. Examples 

of such organizations would include the Salvation Army, SKYWARN, the American Red Cross, 

local hospitals, and local medical reserve corps.  
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Article II: Fiscal  and Operational Year 

 

Each fiscal year and operational year of this incorporation shall begin on October 1 and end on 

the following September 30.  

 

Article III: Membership 

 

(A)  Applicants for Full Membership  shall be FCC licensed amateur radio operators 

recommended by a current member in good standing.  Full Members shall be entitled to all Club 

privileges, including the right to vote, when present, on all matters brought before the Club. 

 

(B)  Applicants for Associate Membership shall be anyone interested in amateur radio and 

recommended by a current member in good standing.  Associate Members will not be eligible to 

vote on matters brought before the Club. 

 

(C)  Life Membership, for dues purposes, shall be available to Full Members and to Associate 

Members, as described in Article IV (Dues). 

 

(D)  An individual’s membership will cease upon the failure to pay Club dues within two months 

of when due.  The Club may vote to waive this action for new members or in cases of extreme 

personal hardship. 

 

(E)  The Club reserves the right to revoke the membership of any individual who deliberately 

violates FCC amateur radio rules or other respected operating procedures or privileges, or 

whose action would reflect dishonor or disgrace on the Club.  Unlawful use of the Club’s funds, 

facilities, equipment, or name will also constitute grounds for removal.  

 

Article IV: Dues 

 

(A)  Annual membership dues will be as set from time-to-time by a vote of the Full Members in 

good standing.  As of the date of this revision of the Constitution and By-Laws, the annual dues 

are set at $20.00 annually for Full Membership and $10.00 annually for Associate Membership.   

 

(B)  Dues for Full Members and Associate Members will be due on October 1, the beginning of 

the Club’s fiscal year.   

 

(C)  Life Membership, for dues purposes, shall be available to Full Members and Associate 

Members upon the payment of ten (10) times the then current annual dues amount for the 

respective membership category.  Members 65 years of age or older shall receive a 25% 

discount on the Life Membership dues amount.  No further dues will be required thereafter of 

those with Life Membership. 

 

(D)  Dues may be waived for up to one year for new members who acquire their license through 

examinations administered by the Club with volunteer examiners supplied by the Club.    
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Article V: Club Meetings    

 

(A)  As of the date of this revision of the Constitution and By-Laws, regular business meetings 

will be held on the first Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. local Eastern time, at the Salvation 

Army, 2212 Carter Ave., Ashland, KY.  Any changes to the regular meeting schedule or location 

may be designated by the Club President after consultation with the Club officers, and will be 

subject to confirmation by the Club membership if such changes are to be permanent.  Special 

business meetings may be called by the Club President from time-to-time to discuss matters of 

a critical or time-sensitive nature, upon three business days notice to the Club membership. 

 

(B)  A quorum for the Club to meet and conduct business shall consist of at least five (5) Full 

Members, including at least one (1) Club officer.  Each Full Member present shall have one 

vote.  Unless otherwise stated herein, a simple majority vote of Full Members present  will 

constitute approval of items brought before the membership. 

 

(C) Voting by proxy is not allowed.  Voting members must be present to vote.      

 

(D)  Each business meeting shall follow a prepared agenda and be documented in meeting 

minutes to be reviewed and approved at the following business meeting. 

 

(E)  Other meetings of a social nature may be held from time-to-time and will be open to all 

members in good standing and their families and guests. 

 

(F) The order of business at each business meeting shall be generally as follows: 

 

-- Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States. 

 

-- Recognition of new members and special achievements. 

 

-- Reading or distribution of minutes of the prior business meeting, discussion, and approval.  

     

-- Reading or distribution of the Treasurer’s report, discussion, and approval. 

 

--  Reports of all active committees. 

 

-- Old business. 

 

-- New business. 

 

-- Meeting program, if any. 

 

(H) “Robert’s Rules of Order” shall govern all matters not otherwise covered herein.
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Article VI: Club Officers 

 

(A)  Officers of the Club shall consist of a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and a 

Custodian.  The Custodian may also serve as one of the other officers.  These officers shall also 

comprise the directors of the corporation, and each shall serve in the role of an officer – director. 

 

(B)  The election of officers shall be held annually at the Club business meeting in September.  

Officers shall be elected individually, in each case by a majority of votes cast.  The President 

will appoint a nominating committee, and this committee will report its nominees to the 

membership at the August business meeting.  All nominees must be Full Members in good 

standing. 

 

(C)  The term of office for each officer shall begin the first day of October and continue through 

the last day of the following September, or until a successor assumes that office. 

 

(D)  Any officer may be removed from office upon a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote at a regularly 

scheduled or specially scheduled business meeting. 

 

(E)  In the event that an officer’s position becomes vacant, nominations to fill that position will be 

solicited at the next business meeting, followed by an election to fill that position for the 

remaining term of the individual vacating that position. 

 

(F)  The duties of the officers shall be generally as follows: 

 

President:  Preside over all meetings, set meeting agendas, direct all official business, appoint 

committees as necessary, and enforce the articles of this Constitution and By-Laws. 

 

Vice President:  Act as special programs chairperson, assist the President in his or her duties, 

and preside at meetings, in the absence of the President. 

 

Secretary:  Keep a record of the proceedings of all business meetings, present for approval at 

each meeting the minutes of the previous meeting, and conduct all general correspondence for 

the Club. 

 

Treasurer:  Keep an accurate account of all monies received or paid by the Club, maintain all 

Club bank accounts, report on the financial status of the Club at each regularly scheduled 

business meeting, and maintain an accurate roll of all members in good standing. 

 

Custodian:  Maintain a complete list of all physical property of the Club and the estimated value 

of such property, serve as the Club’s agent in the acquisition or disposition of property, and 

maintain the Club’s amateur station license with the FCC.  

 



5 

 

 

Article VII:  Financial Matters 

 

(A)   All matters of a financial nature shall be voted on by the Full Members in attendance at a 

business meeting.  This includes, but is not limited to, the acquisition or the disposition of 

assets, equipment maintenance, contractual obligations, and the incurrence of indebtedness in 

any form.  Nominal and recurring operating expense items incurred in the normal course of 

business, once approved, need not be reapproved, unless a review is requested by the 

membership.  Examples of such recurring expenses in the normal course of business would 

include: insurance, outside dues, license fees, postal costs, bank charges, testing supplies.   

 

(B)  Only the President or the Treasurer may sign checks on the Club’s bank account. 

 

(C)  All dispositions of assets shall be handled on an unbiased, arms-length basis, using 

reasonable efforts to achieve fair-market value in each case. 

 

Article VIII:  Dissolution of Club Operation 

 

Dissolution of the Club may be declared at any regular business meeting by a two-thirds (2/3) 

majority vote of Full Members present, provided that notice of a proposed dissolution has been 

presented to the membership at the previous regular business meeting.  Dissolution of the Club 

will also be declared if: (1.) Full Membership drops below five members, or (2.) attendance of 

Full Members at regular business meetings is less than five members for a period of three 

consecutive months.  Upon a declaration of dissolution, the President shall direct the Treasurer 

and the Custodian, in writing, to proceed with the disposition of the Club’s monetary and 

physical property. 

 

Article IX:  Disposition of Property upon Club Dissolution 

 

Following receipt of a declaration of Club dissolution, the Treasurer and the Custodian shall 

proceed with disposition of the monetary and physical assets of the Club.  Where possible, all 

assets will be converted to cash, with one possible exception as described in the following 

paragraph.  The resulting cash balance of the Club will be applied first to any indebtedness of 

the Club, including any taxes or fees due, accounts payable, or notes.  Any cash remaining will 

be donated to the ARRL Scholarship Fund at the ARRL in Newington, CT.  Any remaining 

physical assets not convertible to cash will be donated to a local service agency selected by the 

President, Treasurer, and the Custodian. 

 

If the Club is in possession of an operational repeater system at the time of Club dissolution, the 

President, Treasurer, and the Custodian may elect to donate that repeater system to a Club 

member or to a neighboring amateur radio club, if the recipient agrees to maintain and continue 

operation of the repeater system on a basis open to all licensed amateur radio operators. 
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Article X:  Amendments 

 

This Constitution and By-Laws may be amended at any regular business meeting by a two-

thirds (2/3) majority vote of Full Members present, provided that notice of the proposed 

amendment or amendments has been presented to the membership at the previous regular 

business meeting. 

 

                                    ____________________________________ 

 

 

Approved by membership of the River Cities Amateur Radio Association, Inc. at its 

meeting on March 7, 2011. 

 


